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Is DEDICATED, 
By their moſt Affectionate, 
Humble Servant, 
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Now * ried a certain Workin of the Wives 
f the Sons of the Prophets unto 'Bliſha, 
hing 3 Thy Servant my Husband is dead; 
1 * thou Kknoweſt that thy Servant did Fear 
the Lord: And the Creditor is come to tale 
uno him my two Sons to be Bond men. 


And Eliſha ſaid anto bar What "ſhall: I do for 
thee? Tell me, What 200 thou in the Houſée? 
And ſhe ſaid: Thine Handmaid hath not any 
thing in the Houſe, ſave, 4 Pot of Oil. 


2722 = HE Imperfection of our mortal 
wa | E State is in nothing more evi- 

dent, than in This; that it's very 
nn 


Pleaſures are founded upon Pain: 
N As the Pleaſure of Eating and 
Drinking, for example, upon the Pain of 
Hunger and Thirſt. Of the ſame Truth oui 


preſent Aſſembling together is another In-  - 


ſtance. For though it be in it ſelf of a feſti- 
val Nature, attended-with ſacred Muſick in 
the Houſe of God, and at leaſt, with1 . 
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Muſick in the Houſe of Feaſting; all which 


is perfectly proper; ſince we meet upon ſo 
delightful a Deſign, as That of promoting 


the Relief of the Needy, and mutual Love 


among Our ſelves: Yet ſo it is, a melancholy 
Subject lies at the Root of all; and our Re- 
joicing is grounded upon our Mourning: As 
That Laſt again is upon the Mourning of O- 
thers. The Tears of Widows and Orphans 
are our Summons to This chearful Meeting: 
Which yet ought to be a chearſul one, be- 
cauſe the End of it is to contribute what 
we can to wipe Thoſe Tears away. The 0- 
ver-ruling Providence of God has been plea- 
ſed, for Reaſons infinitely Wiſe and Juſt, to 
ſet Theſe Two, the One over-a- 

| gainſt the Other; as the Royal 
Preacher expreſſes himſelf concerning Proſ- 
perity and Adverſity. 5 
The very hearing of my Text at This Time, 


ec leſ. 7. 14. 


naturally ſuggeſts the foregoing Reflection. 


Since it is entirely applicable to This feſtival 


Occaſion ; and yet gives us an Hiſtorical Ac- 
count of an Incident, to the laſt degree diſ- 
treſsful. An holy Man of God is juſt dead; leav- 


ing his Family in ſuch miſerable Circumſtan- 


ees; that his Widow is crying our for Help a- 
gainſt a Creditor, who, in defect of Money to 


defray his Debts, is violently ſeizing upon his 


two Orphans, and dragging them into Bon- 


_ dage. Theſe are the only Poſſeſſions of any 


Value which he leaves behind him: For 2 
1, 1 
* 


* 


FF nes 
Widow being asked what ſhe has more to ſa- 
tisfy the Creditor ; What haſt thou in the 
Houſe? In the Bitterneſs of her Soul, returns 
This humble, and modeſt, and therefore the 
more moving, Anſwer ; Thine Handmaid hath 
not any thing in the Houſe, ſave a Pot of Oil. 
A hopeful Proviſion for a Widow and two 
Orphans ! beſides the diſcharging of Debts ! 
She has already loſt her Hasband ; and They 
their Father: And for That very Reaſon She is 
now upon the point of loſing Them; and They 
of loſing Themſelves, i. e. of becoming Slaves, 
or being a Part of the Goods and Property of 
another Family. For (as I before hinted) 
their Father is ſo far from leaving any Ef- 
fedts, as we ſpeak, to maintain his Children; 
that (beſides the Pot of Oil above mentioned) : 
the only Effects he leaves, even to pay his -/7 
Debts, are Thoſe Children. - N 
Had Thoſe Obligations been contracted by 
his own Extravagance, or Neglect; we ſhould 
greatly blame the Deceaſed, however we 
mignt pity che Survivers. But we are aſſured, 
- that he was one who feared the Lord; a Cha- 
- radter utterly inconſiſtent with That infa- 
- maous Principle of Wickedneſs and Folly. Thy 
- Servant my Husband is dead; and thou knowe 
) that thy Servant did fear the Lord. Which 
; prepares our Commiſeration for the Diſtreſs 
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that follows. Thoſe Incumbrances indeed 
may be, and often are, occaſioned by a © 
Man's own Yices and Miſmanagement : But 
= B 2 8 Thoſe 


WEE: 

Thoſe too, like other Troubles and: Afflicti- 
ons, may, and often do, fall upon Perſons 
ſtrictly Religious, purely by their Misſortune, 


not at all by their Fault. 
© By the Sons of the Prophets, are meant the 


Diſciples, and Attendants, of the Prophets; 


Themſelves being inſtituted to, and deſigned 
for That Office; and even actually exerciſing 


it in ſome meaſure, vis, as Miniſters, or 
Aſſiſtants, to the Prophets, and acting by 


their Deſignation, or Appointment. Thus 
One of them, by the Order of Eliſba, anoint- 
ed Jehs to be King of 1/rae/. 2 Rings 9. Nay, 
ſometimes (though not ſo ordinarily) they 
exerciſed it directly, and immediately, under 
God himſelf. As 1 Kings 20. 35, & ſeqq. 
And à certain Man of the Sons of ibe Prophets 
ſaid unto his Neighbour in the Word of the 
Lord, ſmite me, I pray thee, &c. And pronoun- 


ces à Propheſy, or delivers a 755 from 


God to King Ahab, v. 42. And he ſaid unto 
him, Thus ſaith the Lord; becauſe thou haſt let go 


out of thine hand a Man whom I appointed tg 


utter Deſtruction, therefore thy Life ſhall go 


fer his Life, and thy People for his People. 


And not only ſo, but he is expreſly. called 4 


Prophet, v.38.and 41. In {hort, They were 


an Inferiour Order in the Prophetical Col- 
lege; and much the ſame to the Superiour 
Order, or to the Prophets, commonly, and 


eminently ſo called, as Levites to the Prieſts. 


under the Law, and Deacons to the Prieſts 
ene 
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under the Goſpel, And ſinee a Part. of the 
Prophetical Office was to teach, and znſftrath 3 
which is hkewiſe called Propheſying in the 
New-Teſtament; We of the Clergy are in That 
Reſpect Prophets, or Sons of Prophets; and 
ſo the Text is every way applicable to the 
preſent Solemnity. Ez ; 
It was one of This Order therefore, whoſe. 
Widow makes the pathetical Complaint here 
mentioned. From which TI ſhall take Occaſi- 


on briefly to diſcuſs ſeveral Particulars ; ſome. 


directih, others collaterally, or by Analogy, tho 
not directly, deducible from it. Of the for- 
mer Kind are Theſe. That the State of Mar- 
riage is not prohibited to Perſons of an holy 
Function: — 4 Woman of the Wives of the 
Saus of the Prophets : That the Aflictions of 
This Life are incident to the beſ# of Men, 
and their Families; ——Thy Servant did fear 
the Lord, and the Creditor is come, &c. Laſtly, 
That Thoſe who are piosfly inclined, will be 
ready to «fiſt the Widows and Orphans of ſuch 
Perſons, eſpecially Thoſe of a ſacred Chara- 
ter ; And Eliſha ſaid unto her, what (ball I 
do for thee * Of the latter Kind are Theſe. 
That certain conſecrated Orders of Men are 
uſeful, and even neceſſary, being appointed by 
God himſelf; that great is the Dignity of 
their Ofice; and that they ought to be 
eſteemed accordingly : This is implyed in the 
_ Mention of particular Orders, inſtituted by 
God, Prophets, and Sons of Prophets: hh 
. OT. the 
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the Temporal Condition of Spiritual Perſons... 
in This Nation, to which we belong, is, up- 
on the Whole, very hard and anequal: This 
J obſerve, by way of Accommodation, from 
the main Drift and Tenour of the Text; 
This miſerably impoveriſhed Man of God, and 
his Family, looking like a Type of the indi- 
gent Clerpy of England, and Theirs : Laſtly, 


That not only Spiritual Perſons themſelves, but 


their more immediate Relations, are particu- 


lar obliged to the exemplary Practiſe of Ver- 


tue and Religion: This I deduce from the 
Widows urging That Argument, viz. that 
her Husband feared the Lord; In which it 
may be imply'd, that She herſelf was one of 


the fame Character; otherwife ſhe would 


not be ſo likely to alledge That Argument. 
That ſhe thought her ſelf particularly obliged 
to exemplary Vertue by her Relation to her 
Husband, is not, I acknowledge, ſo much 


as hinted: But I take leave to graft This Part 


of the Obſervation upon the Other; ſince it 
is true in it ſelf, and applicable to the De- 


fign of our preſent Meeting. e 


I have hitherto mentioned Theſe Propoſiti- 
ons, and placed them in This View, only to 
diftinguiſh between Thoſe which are directy, 
and Thoſe which are indirecth, deducible 
from the Words I have choſen; that I may 
not ſeem to lay more {ſtreſs upon a Text, 
than it will really bear. But I ſhall, for the 
Sake of Method, diſcourſe upon them go 3 | 
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different Train; ſo that every ſubſequent 


Propoſition may naturally follow That Which 
immediately precedes it. 


I obſerve therefore, arias (ol 
I. That certain ſacred Orders of Men are 
uſeful, and even neceſſary, being inftituted 
by God himſelf; that great is the Bene- 
fit and Dignity of their Office; and that 


they ought to be loved, and honoured ac- 
cordingly. : | 


II. That the State of Marriage is mA 
prohibited to ſuch Orders of Men. 


III. That not only ſuch Perſons them- 
ſelves, but their Families likewiſe, are par- 


ticularly obliged to the Practiſe of exempla- 
ry Piety and Vertue. 


IV. That the 4fflid:ions of This Life are 
incident to the beſt of Men, whether Tem- 
poral, or Spiritual, and to their Families, as 
well as to others. 


V. That the Temporal Condition of Spi- 
ritual Perſons, and their Dependants, in This 
Church and Nation, is, upon the Whole, 
very hard and unequal. 
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VI. That good and pious Chriſtians, whe- 


ther Laity, or Clergy, will, according to 


their Ability, contribute to relieve and ſup- 


... Upon Theſe Heads I ſhall diſcourſe,as they 
lie beſore us; and, in as few Words, as the 
Importance of them will permit. 


I. Firſt then I obſerve, That certain /«- 
cred Orders of Men are uſeful, and even ne- 
ceſſary; being inſtituted by God himſelf; 
that great is the Benefit and Dignity of 
their Office; and that they ought to be lo- 
ved, and honoured accordingly. I ſay, I 
ober ve This: For I pretend not here to prove 
it at large: Nor would there be any Occaſi- 
on of proving it at all; were every one, who 


calls himſelf a Chriſtian, really ſuch. Thoſe 


among our. Adverſaries, who believe any 


ching of che Bible, muſt, and I think, do 


acknowledge, that the Tewi/b Prophets and 
Prieſts were by Divine Iuſtitution; becauſe 
That People was under the immediate, and 
even viſible, InſptCtion of God himſelf. And 
the fame they are pleaſed to grant of the 
Apoſtles, and Others who had the Gift of 


Wocbing Miracles; yes the Goſpel Diſpen- 


ſation. But as We a ve no ſuch direct and 
particular Revelations, nor any ſuch extra- 


ordinary Powers; they imagine that they 


have 
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RE. 
kave room to object againſt the Commiſſion 
of our Miniſtry; ſaid to be derived through 
ſo many Ages by a continued and regular 
Succeſſion. They may indeed object againſt 
This; and we cannot help it. But whoever 
ſhall conſider, that our Bleſſed/Saviour pro- 
miſed his Apoſtles to be with them 


always, even unto the End of the Marth, 28. 20, 


World ; which could not be meant of their 


own Perſons only, ſince they did not continue 
in the World any longer than other Men: 
ThatThoſe Apoſtles, confeſſed on all hands to 


be divinely inſpired, did conceive themſelves 


authorized, not only to ordain Others, but to 


communicate to them the Power of Ordain- 
ing, as appears (to paſs'over many more In- 


ſtances) from That of St. Paul to £45 1550 
Timothy, Lay hands ſuddenly on no 33% 
man: That they actually did both execute, and 


delegate ſuch a Commiſſion, if they may be al- 


lowed ro underftand their 'own Meaning : 
And Laſtly, That the ſame has in Fact, by 
univerfal Practice, and continued Succeſſion, 
been delivered downwards, from the Begin- 
ning of Chriftianity to This Day; Who- 
ever, I ſay, ſhall conſider all This, and yet 
deny, or ſo much as queſtion, the Divine 


Commiſſion of Us, who at This Day call 


our ſelves the Minifters of Chriſt, muſt ei- 
ther be a Hypocrite while he pretends to 
believe any thing of the Goſpel; or one f 


Thoſe . diſpute about 


every 
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every thing, and therefore are not fit tobe 


diſputed with about any thigg. 
But the Truth of the Matter 1s, Thoſe who 


deny the Authority of Chriſt's Miniſters, 


are really not true Chriſtians: It appeat*' 


ing from the whole Tenour of the Scriptures, 


that ſuch an Authority is blended with the 


very Vitals and Effence of the Religion we. 


profeſs. The ſame Sort of Arguments which 
prove the Truth of Chriſtianity, prove the, 
Truth and Neceflity of ſacred Orders in 


general, and even of Epiſcopacy in particu- 
lar: They are all Three Points of Fact, not 
of Reaſon > And if we can bafflle the Evi- 
dence, given by Hiſtory, and univerſal Tra- 
dition, for the Two Laſt, we effeQtually 
_ overturn the Foundations of the Firſt. 


Not but that from Reaſon, joined with, 


and arguing from Revelation, we may clear- 


ly evince the Neceſſity of That for which we 


are contending. The Apoſtle aſſures us, that ſa- 


cred Orders were inſtituted for the 


Epbeſ. 412. perfecting of the Saints, for the edify- 


ing of the Body of Chriſt, And is not That Edi- 
fying, and Pertecting, as neceſſary in One Age, 
as in Another? In This of Ours, as in That of 
the Apoſtles? Original Sin has made it ne- 
ceſſary, that there ſhould be a Mediator be- 
tween God and Man: This is Jeſus Chriſt, 


who has ſubſtituted inferiour Mediators un- 


der him, to tranſact between God and Man 


upon Earth, as he himfelf does in Heaven. 


We 
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We are his Miniſters, his Ambaſſadors, as 
he is King: His Prieſts, as he is High- 
Prieft ; and his Deputy-Teachers, as he is 
Prophet. All Kings, High-Prieſts, Chief 
Prophets, muſt neceſſarily, and in the Na- 
ture of Things, have their Subſtitutes to act 


under them; eſpecially where They them- 


ſelves do not perſonally reſide. Original Sin 
therefore, which is the Source of Actual, has 
render'd the Office of Prieſthood neceſſary. 
But the Miſchiet is, Theſe Men do not be- 
lieve Original Sin: Tho? upon a Suppoſal of 
it the whole Oeconomy of the Redemption 
by Jeſus Chriſt is entirely founded. They ac- 


knowledge, (as I obſerved) that among the 


Jews, the Divine Authority of Prieſthood was 
clear; becauſe it was appointed by God him- 


felf, perſonally and miraculouſly reſiding in the 


Midſt of them. And yet even among Them, 
there were not wanting Some, who „ * 

affirmed, that al the Congregation © nꝛ 
were holy, every one of them; or, 1n the la- 
ter Dialect, That no Man has more Right 
to execute the Office of a Prieſt, than Ano- 
ther. But we know what was the Conſe- 


quence of This: And our modern Rebels 


would do well to conſider, that They: may 
periſh in the Gainſaying of Kprah, though in 
a different Manner ; that the Sin 1s ſtill the 
ſame, - notwithſtanding miraculous Puniſh- 
ments are ceaſed ; that a Man may go int 


the Pit, even into the bottomleſs Eit, though 
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the Earth does not open ber Mouth, and cleav? 
aſunder under them, © 
The Objections of the Romaniſts againſt 


the Validity of our Orders in This Church, 
(however backed and fortify d by Some a- 
mong Ourſelves, who make a Show of 
more than ordinary Zeal againſt Popery) 
have been abundantly refuted by learhed 
Men; who were willing to anſwer even the 
molt frivolous Cavils; though at the ſame 
time they well knew, that they did them 
more Honour than they deſerved : They 
being founded upon a Calumny, in point of 
Fact, ſo groundleſs, and childiſh ; that it is 
hard to ſay, Whether the Fable of the 
Nag's- Head, urged by the Papiſts againſt 
the Church of Eugland, or That of the 4/- 
ſes's-Head, urged by the Heathen againſt 
the Primitive Chriſtians, be the more ſenſe- 
leſs and ridiculous Story of the Two. 
The Benefits conveyed by Means of our 
Miniſtry are truly ineſtimable; if Remiſſi- 
on of Sins, Spiritual Grace, and the King- 
dom.of Heaven, may be ſo accounted. Not 
that we pretend to confer them directiy, 
or to have them at our omn Diſpoſal, to be 
granted, or denied, at our Will and Plea- 
iure; or that they cannot poſſibly be confer- 
red without us: All This is Scandal upon 
us 3 among a thouſand other Slanders, by 
which we are. daily miſrepreſented, that 
we may be render'd odious to the W 


L 


But we are, and we do pretend to be, the 
ordinary, ſtanding Means, or Inſtruments, 
through which, by God's Appointment, 
Thoſe Benefits are conveyed, And This 
ſurely ſhews our Office to be highly be- 
neficial. oy ER 

As for the Dignity of it; To omit innu- 
merable Texts of Scripture, which might 
be cited to the fame Purpoſe, No , 
man (ſays the Apoſtle) taketh this ot 
honour unto himſelf, bat be that is ordained of 
God, as was Aaron. And in another Place, 
We beſeech you, Brethren, to know 

them which labour among you, and are 1 I 5. 
over you in the Lord, and admoniſh 
Jou; and to eſteem them very highly in love,] for 
their works ſake, — 

Io apply This then to the Conſciences of 
Some in Theſe Times: If They are to be 
honoured, Why are they deſpiſed? If they 
are to be loved, why are they hated? It 
will be ſaid, perhaps, not upon the Account 
of their Office, but of their perſonal Beha- 
viour. This is to be conſidered, under my 
Fifch general Head. At preſent I ſay, that 
if it were true (as it is moſt falſe) it is no 
Anſwer for Thoſe of whom I am now chiet- 
ly ſpeaking : Becauſe They hate, and deſpiſe, 
(or rather realy hate, and pretend to deſpiſe) 
Prieſts as Prieſts. Elſe how comes That re- 
freſhing Word Prieſtcraft to be thrown out 
ſo frequently, and with ſo important an Em- 
Þ--3 OE Ws of | ROM phaſis, 
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phaſis, as if it were equivalent to an hun- 
dred Arguments? Are they not perpetual- 
ly abuſing and ridiculing our Office it 
ſelf, and as ſuch? Has not a certain Word 
in our Language (like the Word Tyrannas, 
and Others, in the Latin) by the Iniquity 
and Prophaneneſs of the Times, changed its 
Signification; ſo as from a Title of Digni= 
ty, to become, a Name of Ignominy and 
Scorn ? Tnfomuch, that though a Man be 
not only by his Education, and Abilities, an 
all fine Accompliſhments, both natural, and 
acquired, but by noble Birth, and even - 
temporal Fortune, far ſuperiour to Theſe. al 
Scoffers ; yet his being a Parſon, for which 
they ought. to honour him more than for 
any other Character, or than for all the 
reft put together, ſo degrades him, and 
renders him vile in their Eyes; that it takes 
off from That Reſpect, which upon other 
Accounts they would otherwiſe pay him. 


Such Magick is there in the Sound of That 
poor deſpiſed Word: The Seal and Stamp 
of God's Authority, is, it ſeems, a Thing 
ſo contemptible in the Opinion of Theſe all 
Men. But They will deny that we have 
ſuch Authority: And I ſay, we have again 
and again proved that we have; Let them 
anſwer our Arguments, I mean, really an- 
ſwer them, i. e. with Reaſon, inſtead of 
Scurrility, and we will be ſilent upon the 
Subject. In the mean time, they muſt give 
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us Leave to think, and ſay too, that at 
leaſt, the moſt Learned, and Knowing a- 
mong them, would, if they were able, of- 
fer the ſame Inſults to God himſelf, as they 
do to his Miniſters. For thus maliciouſly 
to perſecute Thoſe whom they nom to be 


ſo, and becauſe they are ſo; what is it, hut 


in the worſt of Senſes, to defy the armies of 
the living God, to dart their OQutrages in 
the Face of Heaven, and declare a Kind 
of War againſt Omnipotence? So true is 
That of our Bleſſed Saviour, which in Theſe 
dangerous Days can ſcarce be too frequent- 
ly inculcated, and apply*d to the Succeſſors 
of the Apoſtles, of whom it 1s as true as it 
was of the Apoſtles themſelves ; ' 
He that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me; onde 


and he that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him that ſent 


me, And the ſame is to be ſaid of hating, 
as of deſpiſing. 
I paſs the Practice of all Ages and Nati- 


ons, Heathen, as well as Patriarchal, Jew- 


iſh, and Chriſtian; by which it appears, 
that to love, and honour Theſe ſacred Offi- 


ces, and the Perſons who bear them, is a 
Principle of natural, as well as of revealed 


Religion. To what has been faid, I only 
add This Conſideration, (hinted at before) 
That. he who is God, as well as Man, is 
Prieft and Prophet, as well as King. This, 
I confeſs, is no Argument with Thoſe of our 
Adverſaries, who deny his Divinity, and. 
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perhaps his Being : However, even from 
Them we may make This Obfervation, That 
the Chief of Thoſe who are Enemies to Theſe 


ſacred Orders of Men, are at the ſame time 
Enemies to the Saviour who redeemed 
them, and to the God who made them. 
And ſo I paſs on to my Second Obſer vati- 
on from the Text, viz. a 061 


II. That the State of Marriage ts not pro- 
hibited to ſuch Orders of Men. If it be 
forbidden in Scripture ; it lies upon our Ad- 
verſaries to tells us Where it is fo: For ac- 
cording to the Laws of Arguing, We are 
not to prove that it is not forbidden, but 


They are to prove that it is. Yet in This 


Caſe, we can, with great Eaſe, do more 


than They can reaſonably demand of us. 


The Example of my Text is clear, and plain: 
As are thoſe of Samuel, Ezekiel, and Others 
in the Old Teſtament, and of St. Peter in the 
New: Who are all known to have been 
Married Men. As plain is the Dottrine of 
St. Paul, concerning the Wives and Chil- 
dren of Brfhops and Deacons: As alfo the 
Practice of the Primitive Church, and of all 
Churches, except That of Rome, ſince it 
became corrupt by ſo many ſhameful Inno- 
vations, both in Doctrine, and Practice. A- 
mong which, That of impoſing Yokes, and 
laying Snares is none of the leaſt confide- 
rable. And the Neceſſity of Celibacy in 


the 
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the Clergy. is a fanal | Inſtance of Both. 


?Tis an arbitrary, tyrannical, ynlawful Im- 
poſition; and a Snare to the Conſeiences of 
Men. Eccleſiaſticks are moulded out of the 


fame common Maſs with Laicls; and Hu- 
man Nature is the ſame in Thoſe as in 


Theſe. In the Fewiſb Church, Priefts were 


not only, permitted to marry; but che 


Priefthood” it ſelf was hereditary. And 
whether among Jews, or Chtiſtians, it would 
be very wonderful, if a State ſanctifyd by 


God, in the State of | Man's|;Innocency, 


ſhould, be; improper, and even unlawful for 
Men, who are ſanctify d by! him, and far 
him; Or that what is the Type of the U. 
nion between Chriſt and his Church, ſhould 
be prohibited 10 Thoſe who are the Minis 
ſters of the Firſt, for the Edification of the 
Laſt. As to the Church of Rome in pars 
ticular; it is to be admired, that She who 
pretends to a Supremacy over all other 
Churches, upon the Foundation of St. Pe» 
ter; ſhould ſo ſtrangely overlook his Exam- 


calls Marriage a. Sacrament, ſhould think 
any Sacrament fit to be given by a Prieſt; 

hich is not fit to be receivad hy him. In 
te Euchariſt, (according to her Doctrine 
and Practice) Part of it is to be received 
by the Prieſt only: So that ſhe denies 
Half of one Sacrament to the Laity, and 
anotheg whole one (as ſhe calls it) to the 


210) D Clergy⸗ 
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Clergy: Both by her own Authority; and 
without any manner of Foundation, either 
1n Reaſon, Scripture, or Antiquity. > 
Ho far the Celibacy of Eccleſiaſticks in 
That Church may ha ve affected their Morals, 


I will not pretend to determine. Many Re- 


flections, We know, ha ve been caſt upon them: 
But though I charitably hope, and verily be- 
lieve, they are not all true; yet This is cer- 
tain, that it would be better, if in all Churches 
where there have been Sons, and Daughters, 


there had likewiſe been Wives, of the Clergy, 


_ - Againſt the Marriage of whom the Ci- 
vil Society at leaft, can make no reaſonable 
ObjeQtion : Since the Former, by their 
Children give ſo many Pledges to the Lat- 
ter: And by reaſon of Intermarriages be- 
tween the Families of Spiritual, and Tem- 
| Perſons, the State and the Church 
may mutually apply to each other That of 
David to Amaſa, Art thou not of my bone, 
| and of my fleſb'? Whereas' the Church of 
Rome, by injoining Celibacy upon her 
Clergy, ſeems ro ſer up an Intereſt, not 
only ſeparate from the ſecular Government, 
but in Oppoſition: zo it. And however the 
Powers of the Church and of the State may 
be (as they certainly are) in their original 
Inſtitution, not only diſtinct from, but inde- 
pendent of each other; there is no doubt, 


but that the more their Intereſts are inter- 


mingled, the more likely are Both to proſper 


and flouriſh. One 
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One great Advantage in the married 


State of the Clergy, is their fuller Kzowledge 


of the World, and their being experimentally 
acquainted with the various Turns and Hz. 


bitudes of human Nature. So that Thoſe 


of all Relations to whom Many of us mi- 
niſter, may in ſome meaſure, and by way 


of humble remote Analogy, apply to Us 


what the Apoſtle obſerves concerning the 
High Prieſt of our Profeſſion; We have 
not Prieſts who cannot be touched E 
with. the feeling of our Infirmitiet, Er yy 
but are in all Points tempted, like as we are; 
We cannot go on, and add, yet without Sin: 
That is not without Falſhood to be affirm- 
ed, nor almoſt without Blaſphemy to be 
imagined, God knows in many Things we 
offend all ; Clergy, as well as Laity, and the 
Beſt of Both. We are not only tempted, 
but often foil'd by Temptation. Nor does 
our. admitting That Word, as apply'd to 
Marriage, in the leaſt derogate from the 
Truth of what I obſerve under This Head, 
Nay, I acknowledge, (and ſhall have Oc- 
caſion to take Notice of it again before I 
conclude) that the Inconveniences which 
attend a marry'd Clergy, are many, and 
great; and that ſundry Temptations, are. 
adapted to That very State of Life as ſuch. 
But This is nothing to the Point: All Con- 
ditions in This World are ſubject to Temp- 

992 tations, 
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tations, and e to Corrupti- 
2, and sin; And however hat the Apo- 
le. . intimates congerning Marriage, with 
relation to all Chriſtians, eſpecially in, times 
{ Perſecution, may he particularly apply*d 
to the Clergy in all Times, He that marrys 
ages well, and he that marrys not does better, 


* 
19 
of 


provided he be well aſſured, that he can 


ayoid the Dangers attending a ſingle Life ; I 


eſtions to our Purpoſe ate Theſe TWO; 
Whether, any Power upon Earth has Aus 
thority to make That unlawful 2» point of 
Morality, which God left indifferent? And, 
Whether as the Inconveniences are great 
on one Side; ſo, all things conſidered, they 
arg not greater on the other? As to the 
Latter, the Allowance of This State to the 
Clergy appears to be leaſt exceptionable in 
point of Prudence and Expediency. And as 
to the Former, to make it direttly unlawful 


to any Order of Men, is certainly the Height 


of Preſumption: And we may with ſome 


Variation apply to This Caſe Thoſe Words 


of our bleſſed Saviour, concerning Marriage 
in general; What God hath at leaſt permitted 


te be join d together, let not Man abſolutely 


put aſunder. 


III. My Third Obſervation was This: 


1 


That not only ſpiritual Perſons Themſel ves, 


but their Families like wiſe are „ 
2 * „„ i Rr gr ma Me) ob 2 
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ſay, however true This may be, the only 
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iged to the Practice of exemplary, Piety 
and Vertue. That ſuch Perſons Themſelves 


are ſo obliged; is acknowledged on all 


Sides, and too plain to be queſtioned. 
And one Diity, among others, which is fo 


incumbent upon them, is That of promo: 


ting Piety in their Families, and educatin 
hh Children iz the narthre and admoniriom of 
the' Lord : Left they incur the Guilr of the 
old High Privf Eli, againſt whom the ſevez 
reſt Judgment was denounced, be- 
caulſe his Sons made themſelves vile, 


aud bo reſtrained them not. And This more than 


ordinary Obligation upon the Maſter of the 
Houſe induces a more than ordinary one like- 
wiſe upon Thoſe of his Houſhold. The One 
flows from- the Other : Becauſe the better 
any one is taught, the more he is obliged to 
learn, and practiſe. 1 = 


* 1 : 


But beſides This, their very near Relati- 


on toa Perſon of a ſacred Character, is a pe- 
_ culiar Tye upon their Conſciences; becauſe 


by Means of That Relation they are more 
likely than other Laicks, to give Offence, and 
to prejudice Religion by their 11] Behaviour. 
St. Paul gives eſpecial DireAions concerning 
the Behaviour of the Wives of Deacons: 
And they are more ſtrongly applicable to 
Thoſe of Prieſts, and Biſhops; ald by Parity 
of Reaſon, to the Children of all Three. 
Who all ought ſeriouſly to ponder in their 
Minds, and apply to Themſelves 1 
3 29 7 P N Words 


n ö 
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Words of the Apoſtle : If che Root 


un 11-16- | be holy, ſo are the Branches: And 


Ie. 51. 1. Thoſe of the Prophet, Look unto 
the rock mheuce ye are hewn, and to 


the hole of the Pit whence je are digged. The 
Apoftle teaches us, that the Chil- 


1Gr.7-14- dren of all Chriſtians are, as ſuch, 
holy in one Senſe ; wiz. as they are even in 
their Infancy capable of being baptiz'd : But 
the Children of Chriſt's Miniſters are doubly 
ſanctify d, not only by the common Faith, but 
by the peculiar Function, of their Fathers, 

But as the beſt Things are capable of be- 


always the worſt; it may accidentally happen, 
that ſuch Children may be «holy upon the ve- 
ry Account of their Extraction: Which is no 
Wonder; ſince the ſame Thing may, and ſome- 
times does, happen to their Fathers, upon the 
very Account of their FunQtion, Whar ſbould 
have been for their Health may be anto them an 
Occafton of falling: The Spirirual Food, and 


Phyfick, given them by their Parents, may be 


perverted to Poiſon ; and their very Religious 
Education make them wicked. Thus Chriſti- 


foretold it would) ſometimes by Accident cauſe 


Diviſion. There are Temptations particular, , 


ly adapted to the Children of Clergymen., 
Thoſe of them, for Inſtance, who are placed 
in the lower Part of Life, in Wade, 

reren 


ing abuſed, and the Corruption of the beſt is 


anity it ſelf, which by its natural Efficacy 
tends to Peace, does (as its Bleſſed Author 
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other mean Occupations, being by their E. 
ducation more knowing, and more re- 
ligious than Perſons of the ſame * 
generally are, may be tempted to Pride, 
and t the worſt Sort of it Spiritu- 
al Pride; and, as a Conſequence of This, 


to. That . moſt unchriſtian Vice Cenſort- 


ouſneſs; may be apt to exerciſe themſelves in 
great Matters which are too high for them; to 
deſpiſe their Equals, and be inſolent to their 
Superiours; to be impatient under Afflicti- 
ons, and ungrateful to their Benefactors. 
Againſt Theſe, and Guch like, Corruptions 
they ought to be carefully guarded ; ear- 
neſtly to pray God, that the good Seed 
ſown by their Parents may not be loſt up» 
on bad Ground ; fincerely to repeat of any 
Misbehaviour they may have been guilty of 
in any of Theſe Reſpects; and ſerioully to 


conſider the Deceitfulneſs of Sin; which is 
ſuch, that, without great Care and Caution 


on our Part, it may turn our very Advan- 
tages to our Detriment : So that the Chul- 


dren of Clergymen may for That very Rea- 
ſon, joined with others, be twofold more the 
Children of Hell. They may likewiſe be 


ſcornful, and faſtidious, to mean Trades; be- 
cauſe in their Father's Family they were berrer 
bred : Not conſidering, that, to ballance This, 
they were religiouſly bred too; taught Meek- 
neſs, and Humility, Contentment in lo 


Circumſtances, and Patience in diſtreſsfu 


ones ; 
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;\ that the hleſſed Apoſtles their $a- 
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vpdß him; hehe ahle 
er no; * are continually reminding him, 
chat he is hougd in Duty to ſupport bis Colla- 
teal Relations. No doubt he is ſo, if it he 
in ds Powers: andi if it he coaſiſtent with 
his ſuperionr tions to bers; But af 
Nhat Me is co ju e, not They; Though 
, they may ha ve Hreſumption enough to in · 
ſtruct Him from hom they gught in — 4 
neſs and Hu mit to receive Inſt 

22 to heir Doctrine, That of te 


rigture 
esu even his Father, and ſus Ma: 
Wen . per er, at cleaving bis 


xevess'd;; and. a Man, inſtead.of 
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I anwſt eonſeſs indeed, (if T may take Qo- 
caſion from henee to make a little Digreſſion) 
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that, in my humble Opinion, the above: men- 
tioned Law, if we underſtand it of any Thing 
mote than local Leaving, which indeed I be- 
lieve is all that is ſtrictly and literally intend- 


ed by it, does not take place with regard to 


a Man's Father and Mother, as compared with 
his Chilaren; however it may with regard to 
his Wife: As to the Latter it takes place, in 
reſpect of Thoſe Contracts or Agreements 
which were made before Marriage. That it 
obliges with "Reference to | Theſe, muſt 
be granted; beeauſe no Charity is truly 
ſuch, which is founded upon Injuſtice. 
But as to one's Parents compared with one's 
Children, my Meaning is This, (and it affefts 
Laity and Clergy in common) If both be e- 


qually indigent, (and other Circumſtances 


equal, or very near it) the Former have the 
firft Title or Claim to our Aſſiſtance. The 
Nearneſs of Blood is the ſame in Both: And 
though it be commonly ſaid, that natural At- 
fecxion rather deſcends, than aſcends; yet 1 
doubt This is no good Principle of Human 
Nature. Among Brutes, indeed it is in Fact 
ſo: But the Caſe here is quite different, for 
Reaſons too plain to be inſiſted upon: And 
our Rational Faculties were given us to cor- 
rect the Errours of 2 Ones. w_ 
1 | - 
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ther the natural Learnings, in Men of the 
beſt Temper, be ſtronger to the Parent, or 
to the Child, is not eaſy to determine: But 
This is undoubted, that the Obligation to the 
Firſt is prior and ſuperiour: And we are not 
ſo much obliged to Thoſe whom we edu- 
cate, as to Thoſe by whom we were educa- 
ted ourſelves. There is in Nature and Rea- 
ſon ſomething more emphatical in our Daty 
to the Former, than to the Latter : The one 
is called Pzety, the other barely Daty; And 
| Thoſe Words of the wiſe Man muſt ſure- 
ly draw Tears from all good. Chriſtians, 
when their Parents are in Poverty and Di- 
_* , ftreſs; Hearken unto thy Father 
Prove 23-22 . that begat thee, and deſpiſe not thy 
Mot her when ſhe is old, ' (© 
But to return from This Digreſſion; If the 
Children of God's Miniſters are particularly 
obliged to be holy in all manner of Conver- 
ſation; what is to be ſaid of Thoſe among 
them, who turn Profligates, and Libertines, 
both in Principles, and Practiſe, on purpoſe to 
diſown their Parentage? Why we muſt ay 
of them, that from being, aſhamed of one's Glo- 
ry, it is a ſhort Step to glorying in one's Shame: 
Which is the laſt Degree of Wickedneſs. 
Some of the moſt envenomed Arrows that 
have of late Years been {hot againſt the 
Church and Religion, have, as it is ſaid, been 
drawn from the Quivers of Thoſe who are 
Sons of her Miniſters. If it be asked, why 

2 may 
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may not Both be. 3 and openly at- 
tacked by Some, who, notwithſtanding their 
Extraction, are mere Laicks, as well as un- 
dermined, and in a great meaſure even - 
penly (thobgh'not ſo furioufly)' aſſaulted by 
2 ho are not only Clergymen s Sons, 
but Clergymen themſelves: I leave the Anſwer 
to the — — and ſay no more 
of the Thing it ſelf at preſents but proceed to 
my Fourth ann This, vix. 

ins | 
IV. That the AMiQtions of This Life are 
incident to the Beſt of Men, whether Spiritus: 
al; or Temporal; and to their Families, as 
Well as to Ochers. This neetls no Proof: Nor 
ſhould 1 have laid down This Head, but 
for the ſake of its Connexion with what 
precedes, and follows it. The Example in 
my Text is plain: Religion and Experience 
concur, to verify This Propoſition. This World 
neither is, nor was ever intended to be, a 
State of Reward and Puniſhment, but of 
Trial. Here, as the race is not to 
the ſwift; nor the battle to the ſtrong, auc. 1. 
nor bread to the wiſe, nor riches to men of under« 
fanding, nor favour to men of skill, ſo neither 
is Reward to the Righteous, nor Puniſu- 
ment to the Wicked: bat Time and Chance . 
happens to them al. There is indeed in the 
New Teſtament ſomething of Promiſe as to 
Temporals, though not much: But it is not 

Er Buſineſs to diſcuſs This Point at preſent: 

E 2 I only 
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I oaly obſerve; that Spiritual god Men, aud 
Their Families, are no mort evempt from 
the Calamities of This Liſe, than Ten- 
ponal. The Tribe of Lesi, haweyers: ſepa) 
rated ſroni the reſt of Mankind in other 
Reſpects, is not at all ſeparated fram them 
in This. And yet a certain papulat Saying, 
that the Children of Clergymen (as diſtin- 
guiſhed from Thoſe of the Laity) are gener 
raſſy unfortunate, is full as cably) denied by: 
Some, as affirmed by Others. Neverthe- 
leſs chrtà iti it is,othat, taking things in gydſs, 
the ſecpilar Circumfiances af Them, and of 
theię Parents, are in This Part of the World; 
bad enough. Which leads me ta my Fifth 
Obſeryation, oft 70: bisl 9v81 I bluorfſt 
i u, 010129160) 211 ie Seb sch 40 
V. That the Temporal Condition of Spi- 
ritual Perſons, and of their Families in This 
Church aud Nation, is, upon the Whole, 
very hard and unequal. The Hardſhips 
under which the Clergy labouf, are of 
Two Kinds; Thoſe which are imputable to 
the actidental Corruption of the Age in which 
we nom live, and relate nat any to their Far- 
tunes, but likewiſe to their Reputation, their 
Stadies, and the mhole Courſe of their Mini- 
firy: And Thoſe which relate to their For- 
tunes only,” by the Neceſſity of our Conſtitution. 
it ſelf, ever ſince a very Material Change was 
made in it. The Laſt mentioned only are im- 
 weaiately and dire diy to he accommodated 10 
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the Deſign.of my Text, and of aur preſent 
embly: Bur ihe Fieſt are by no means 
ee to qul Purpoſe; and are too conſidera- 
le tmbe paſſed over in Silence, upon This 
In Thoſe Reſpects then the Miniſters of - 
the Gaſpel in our Church are ill treated; be- 
cauſe the Church, and the Goſpel it ſelf, are 
ſo: For the Sake of which, We are calumni- 
ated to ſuch a Degree, that we are obliged 
ta be continually. making Defexces (or, as 
they were anciently called, Apologies). for 
aur ſelves; like Theſe of the primitive Fa- 
thers.to the Heathen Emperors, and Magi- 
ſtrates, in Times of Perſecution. - Far 
there may be Perſecution, or ſomething. ye- 
ry like it, from private Perſons, as well as 
from the higher Powers. The Time would 
fail us; ſhould we go about to give a Detail 
of Jaſtances exemplifying the Treatment 
we receive from ſome Men. I ſay from 
ome Men; For even in Theſe licentious Times 
the generality of the People haye a great Lava 
and Reverence for the Church and Clergy: 
And Many of the Gentry and Nohility are 
not only affeFionate, and reſpeful, (for fo I 
truſt, and believe, Moſt of them are) but 
liberal; and muniſicent, to Both. The Lord 
remember. Them, and Theirs, concerning This; 
and eternally reward their geod Will to S#+ 
en, But then too many have exceeding - 
Will at Sion: And withaut Reſtrainf or 
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Controul expreſs it in the moſt pablick and 
inſolent Manner; repreſenting the Miniſters 
of Chriſt in This Church, as the worſt and 
vileſt of Mankind; even worſe, (if poſſible) 
than they Themſelves really are : Making it 
their whole Employment and Study to 
blacken and traduce them, by chargizg them 
with what is falſe, and ups aggrava- 
ting what is true; laying the Faults of the 
Mor 1 among them upon the Beſt; of Some 
upon Al, and of the Perſons upon the Fun- 
Aion itſelf. Nay, fo far does their Malice 
blind them; that their Slanders are incon- 
fiſtent in their Nature; and by abuſing 


often Themſelves. Thus for Inſtance, the 


fordidly covetous, and profuſely luxurious; 
ſneakingly mea nſpirited, and inſolentlyproud; 
eraſty as Serpents, more filly than Doves ; 


contemptible for their Poverty and Weak⸗ 
neſs] In ſhort, Prieſts, wicked Prieſts, is the 


Outery of the whole Party: Inſomuch, that 


were a Stranger in our Iſtael to receive no 
Information concerning us, but what he 
has from the Converſation, and Wri- 
tings of ſuch as Theſe; He muſt ſend his 
Thoughts to Sodom and Gomorrah for a Pa- 
rallel with the Generality of the Engliſh 
Clergy. Let Heaven and Earth, God and 
Man, even the: Conſciences of Theſe mY 
AY bor 


* 


Us, they contradict one another, and very 


main Body of the Clergy are repreſented as 


formidable for their Wealth and Power, 


I» CY > pw WW 7 we. 


2 * / Lf Op hes nl 8 LK, X 5 
1 9 o T2 i 2 . - LAG DTT o 4 % * 
* — e q . j N os » 1 . — 1 * 1 
5 Wh DW 2 e * „ * - ira 71 * 
HOT 7 1 EF SAC - 4 * 5 7 . y * [ Ly 7 * 4 


1 — 1 2 
4 Is - > = I 
Cry — 8 1 


* 4 1 
5 1% bo Ee 
E * SA * 
; Fad 2 » 1 I 
1 3 0 » 0 9 EY 
Y 


ſers Themſelves, be Witneſſes, whether the 
Character They give be really true; nay, 


whether the very Reverſe of it be not true: 


And if ſo, whether there were ever any 
Age or Nation, in which ſo many Thou- 


ſands of innocent, pious, and holy Men; 


whoſe conſtant Buſineſs and Labour is to 
ſave Souls, even the Souls of their moſt 


bitter Enemies, for whom they continually }. 


offer up their Prayers to the Throne of 
Grace, who by their Office are Servants of 


the moſt High God, Moſt of them with Meek- 


neſs and Patience ſtruggling under extreme 
hard Circumſtances, All of them as to tem- 
poral Regards weak and defenceleſs, were 
ever with ſuch, unchriſtian Prophaneneſs, 
with ſuch unmanly Baſeneſs and Cowardiſe, 


with ſuch inhuman Cruelty, with ſuch Di- 


abolical Malice, outraged and inſulted ? 
All of them have their Infirmities, and 
even their many. and grievous Sins: The 
Beſt of them are but Men; and Some of them, 
no doubt, very wicked Men: For the Laff, 
let Them look to it, and be aſſured that they 
will moſt ſeverely anſwer for it. But what 
is That to the Purpoſe? Is our Caſe an 
Exception, in which it is good Logick 
to argue from Particulars to Univerſals? 


The Apoſtles themſelves were not only 


Men, but ſinful Ones: All of them were 


ſo; and One of them was the worſt Man 


that ever lived. And we may, I am = 
anne "al 
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Vith greit Modeſty Affftin 
in Twelve,” 1 Hur e 
ſoO wicked e Iſtitiot. 

heard, that His 04. 4 Traytor was any 
Slut po the other ele en Ap polls. 8 
ö only obſer ve Farther, That what 


that Ne One 
is feat 
et L never 


our Adverfaries ohjett concerning the ill 


Lives of Sorfie, 100 the Infirmities of 112 
who miniſter in holy Things, is a moſt 


Pate Reflection upon che Wiſdom of © 00 


5 80 3 in making mere Men his more in- 
mediate Servants, and committing ſo rich a 
Treaſure 1 to Earthen Ve ets. 

As there are bur Three great Cbncerns 
in Which Mankind can be affected, bord 
Eftates, their Bodies, and their Sbiils : 
anſwer "Theſe, thete are fo 105 Note. 
ens, or Faculties appointed, La hes , Phy- 
4 denn, and Divines: Oy with: * Dif- 


Laſt froth God. 
Meet d th * ſame il Vive as the 1277 
12 © 85 ; and. God forbid. they fHould: 

ut ee 5801 be the Reafon br This? 
ſc Men value their Eſtates, and 
BY Ys Bodies, more than they do theit 
Bo. boat the World is wicked, irre- 
ligious, Nebel, And the Wit of Man 
cannot aflign any other adequate Reaſon. 
For woe, detfactis 5 
. and Benefit of ;Thoſe noble and uſe- 
dul! Faculties, it is certain * the * 
the 

1 


from the teal Ho- 


ee " on” 2 
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ing upon any. other Profeſſion, or Body of 
Men, much leſs, upon the Laity in general; 
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the greateſt. of the Three ; if Heaven he 
ſuperiour to Earth, and Time leſs conſide- 


rable than Eternity. And. without reflect. 


3 


And as the Miniſters of Chriſt in This 
Church are neither to be hated, nor deſpi- 
ſed, upon the Account of their Behaviour; ſo 
I hope. we may with Modeſty preſume to ſay, 
that they are not very contemptibie in other 


Reſpects. It is a publick Truth, and ac- 


knowledged by every body in all Nations 
of the World, * Some in our 9 | 
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chat the Clergy of En WHO. and her twb 

famous Univerſities Gi which the Son 4 
the. Prophet. are bred)! Have made thei 
Country the. Glory of al Lund. If, in The 
degenerate Iimés, they in ſome degree 
partake of che eommon Contagion, 41d are 
more and more corrupted; dur (dverfirics 
maybe filet upon That Article: becauſe 
thut they are ſo, is chiefly; if dot ſolely, to 
be imputed to Them, and theft Principlts. 


To declaim againſt the e er 


the Age; is, I am ſenſible, the eaſięſt, the 
dulleft, and the moſt unpleaſant | Subje& 
in Nature: And did "we "preach of 79 
bn "Mer; and to ſerve, or fe commend our 
ts.; it would-eertainly be the Taft we 
— make elivice of. uf alas! That is 
4 wretcticd Principle for a Miniſter + en 
Chriſt, in the ENecution of his Office. As 
we act upon other Views, we are conſtrain- 
ed to obſerve, upon This: Atticle concern- 
ing. the Hardſhips of the Clerg) y proceeding 
from Thoſe of Religion, that Here, Thfi- 


delity, and Atheiſm it ſelf Were never pro- 


pagated as they are Now; and that they 
are advanced to ſuch a Pitch-of bare faced 


Icagodence, as would be endured by no 


Nation under the San profeffing Chriffiäni- 
ty, except our own. Ehe Limits of otit 


Time allòtced for This Service permit me 


not ſo much as to mention the ſeveral Par- 
ticulars. And 1 have more-over This un- 


happy 
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happy Excuſe, that the Notoriety of the 
FaQts renders it ſuperfluous. © One Thing 
is Much if we def nor Gb a6 
quence of Theſe Abominations, that amidſt 


) 

j 

r 

0 our Controverſies with one another (let 

e Thoſe ſee to it, who made them  neceffary) 

8 God's Controverſy with the Nation in gene-. 

S ral, which has been a very long one, 

© ſeems aow to be drawing towards' a Con- 

9 | clufion. And, without pretending in the 

„ predictive Senſe, to be either Prophets, or 

Fans of Prophets, we may ſay, that in all 
1 he has ſomething very extra- 
ordinary ready to be diſcharged upon us; 
and that without a ſpeedy, and wonderful 
Reformation, (of which there ſeems to be 
little Hope) it is morally impoſfible that 
heſhaquld forbear us much longer. 

And here again (2s in point of Practiſe, 
of which We have ſpoken before) it were 
to be wiſhed, that the whole Tribe of Eyut 
were entirely free from Infection. But as' 
Some of them (though, God be prais'd, but 
very Few) have publiſhed their Names to 
the whole World, aſſuring us of the con- 
trary ; we muſt be forced to acknowledge 
what, if it were —_— we would induſtri- 

_ ouſly conceal. Since it is not poſſible; rhe 


only Way to do our Duty to God, and Ju- 
ſtice to Ourſelves, is as publickly and openly 
to proteſt againſt Thoſe of our own Pro- 
feſſion; who would do well to conſider, 

| Fx: how 


* 
Ad we have, beſides, This, Misfortune, that 
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how much it tends to their Reputation, td 
have their Praiſes celebrated by the Tongues 
and Pens of Infidels and Atheiſts. As to 
the Honour of our Function in general; the 
fooliſh Arguing from Particulars to Uni- 
ver ſals, and from Perſons to Things, has 
heen already taken notice of. Were we 
only attacked from Without, not betray- 
ed from Within; the united Powers of Earth 
and Hell could not hurt our Cauſe. Its pro- 
feſſed Enemies would ſcarce be formidable; 
were it not for Traditors among our 
ſelves. So true is That Obſervation, Nothing 
can rain the Church, but the Church : Meaning 
bythe Latter, Thoſe of her Miniſters, who 
either openly oppoſe, or ſecretly undermine, 


both her temporal and ſpiritual Intereſts. Set- 


ting aſide Theſe, we might ſecurely bid 
Defiance to the Powers of, Darkneſs, to the 
Enemies of God and his Church; ſtand 


firm in one compacted Body, impenetrable 


to their Aſſaults; and be terrible againſt 
them as an Army with Banners. But, by the 
uſt Judgment of God, for our manifold 
Irovocations, it happens to be otherwiſe: 


by reaſon of the Corruption,  Vices, and 
Follies of the World, one bad Member a- 


mong Vs can do more Miſchief, than many 


ſound ones can do Good. The Doctrine 
of the moſt holy, and ever bleſſed Trinity, 


has been impugn'd by Some, who might 


* 
12 
75 
t 
VE 
8 


r e . on 


Ts LIC" 
— 3 Ay" Pp 
„ 2 ae 
W . 777 ay IEF 
K ny A UT SL Ts ©! IE 5 e 
* 5 * 3 1 vi \ 
ud 
Tz 
* 


have made a better Uſe of their Talents, 
than by denying the Deity of Him who 
gave them. Others have argued againſt 
the Aathority of the Charch, the very Be- 
ing of- their own Order, and all the Fences 
of Religion, whether Eccleſiaſtical, or Civil: 
Advancing ſuch prodigious Paradoxes upon 
Theſe Subjects; that we are at a loſs to de- 
termine, whether their Impiety be more 


deteſtable, or their Abſurdity more ridicu- 


lous; and ſo whether they ought to be 
anſwered by Argument, or neglected with 


Contempt: Thus leaving us in a Strait 


between Wickedneſs and Nonſenſe; the on- 
ly Dilemma of any Moment they are able 
to put upon us. The moſt conſiderable 
of them have been over and over confu- 


ted, to a Demonſtration : Confuted I fay ; 


for I deſpair of their ever being ſilenced: 


For the reſt, T hope Nobody will be found 
ſo very idle, as to honour them with any 
Confutation at all. 


I will only obſerve This of them in com- 
mon, from the ſmalleſt to the greateſt, that 
as they are not really of us, it would de 
kind in them to go out from among us; And, 
by the way, were Church-Diſcipline in full 
— JI am ſure they had long ſince been 
driven out from among us. If they muſt 
fight for our Enemies, let it be under Their 
Colours, not Owrs: They would be more 
juſt to Us, and (eſpecially upon their 8 
7 1 Fe : = , rin; 
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Principle of Sincerity) more conſiſtent with 
Themſelves, if they would no longer bear 
an Office which SO to their Doctrine, 
is unlamful; nor wear the Habit of an Or- 
der which they do their utmoſt to de- 


Wow PAR 


It would be juſt too, if Theſe, and all 
other our Adverſaries, whether Within, or 
Without, would not ftill charge Us with 
breaking the Peace ; when They are the Ag- 
greſſors, and We are upon the Defenſive; when 
They are for introducing ſomething New, and 
We are yet in Poſſeſſion of the Old; hen 
They are a Few ſingle Perſons obtruding 
their own private Notions upon the Pub- 
lick, and We are the main Body defending 
the Conſtitution of the Church, and the, 
common Principles of Chriſtianity, - For 
the ſame Reaſons it ill becames Them to 
upbraid Us with intemperate Feat, and 
Violence, Raudeneſs, Inſolence, and Seurrility 
in our Diſputes with them: Eſpecially. ſince 
They treat the whole Church with the 
laſt Degree of Haughtineſs and Scorg : 
Belides the Arrogance, and contemp- 
tuous Behaviour, even of the moſt mo- 
' derxte among them, towards Some in parti- 
Church; One, eſpecially, of her chief Mi- 
niſters, who, of all Men living, cannot be 
charged with exceſſive Paſſion; and whoſe 
great Learning, and Piet, will ever be re- 
| na Rs ſpected 
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ſpected by All, but Thoſe who ha ve no- 
thing, or — much, of Either: 

We would farther intreat them to ask 
their own Conſciences, whether they ate 
ſure they ſtrictly adhere to Truth; while 
they go on in the old way of taxing Us 
with being Popiſbly affected: Whether they 
do not believe that We are at leaſt as averſe 
from the Corruptions of Rome, as Them- 
ſelves : Whether Our Principles 40 not tend 
to keep out Popery, and Theirs to bring it 
in: Whether in Fact many mote, than is 
uſual in the ſame Space of Time, have not 
been perverted to it, ſince the late Prop 
gation of Their Doctrines; and whet er 
there be not a very good Reaſon to be pi 
ven for it : Whether Thofe of our Church 
whom hey condemn have not always 
been the gteateſt and moſt formidable | 
Champions againſt ' . And laſtiy, 
whether rere be no Medium berween a 
Papal Trifallibility, and That Eccleſiaftical 
Auchbtiey for Which We contend. I am 
indeed eicher afham'd nor afraid to ſay, 
that, in ſome things, Papiſts (corrupt a8 
they are, and Nothing can well be more 
corrupt) have been falſely accuſed by Pro- 
teſtants: and that in ſome, on the other 
hand, Proteſtants; have been juſtly accuſed 

by Papiſts ; 3 particularly in the Inſtance of 
too much relating; Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, 
and Want of Ref ped to Prieſts and — 
. 00d. 


EF 4&J 

hood. Againſt which, and others, which 
might be named, we have nothing to 
alledge with Reaſon or Truth, but to 
wiſh we could give a better Anſwer, than 
That old, trite, and yet very emphati- 
cal, Saying, continually cited in ſuch 
Ci: Frm en e 
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——— Padet hes opprobria nobit 
Et ici potuiſſe, et non potuiſſe refelli. 


I am well aware that Reflections of 
This Kind are apt to be cenſured not onl7 
by Al our Enemies, but by Some of our 
7 : and Some of Theſe too even a- 
mong the Clergy themſelves: to be cen- 
ſured at lealt as roſb, and improper ; and \ 

tending, at. beſt, to do more harm, than 

good. I have already in a great meafure 
 obviated This Objeftion ; but would far- 


ther beg them ſeriouſly to conſider, that 
as there is a rab, and a falſe Zeal, fo 
there is a ren; and a true one; that ol 
Prudence does not conſiſt in Silence, and 
Ina#ivity, no nor in Caation it ſelf; that 
we are to preach the Word of God in the 
Plainneſs and Simplicity of the Goſpel, to 
open our Mouths boldly, to rebuke ſharply, and 


* 


mith all Authority (which, by the way, our 
Adverſaries profanely call Railing:) that 
there is a Difference between Severity and 
Virwlency ; that Truth is Then to be moſt 
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vigoronſly defended, when it moſt vigoroufly 
_ #ttacked.3 that we are to menify our Office; 
and not to be aſhamed * the Goſpel of Chriſt; 
In a word, to put Men in mind of their 
Duty, whether they will hear, or whether they 
will forbear; and whatever be the Conſe- 
quences, either to Them, or to Ourſelves. 
However, upon This chearful, This feaſts 
ing, This charitable Occaſion, when we meet 
to promote mutual Love and good Works, 
Every thing, it will be ſaid, that is harſh and 
grating ſhould be wholly forborn. Would 
to God it were never our Duty to ſay things 
| harſh and grating : No Man, I am ſure, 
leſs delights in it than I do. As it is, I have 
5 already obſerved, that the original Occaſion 
\ of This Meeting is, at beſt, of a 'mix'd 
nature, partly joyous, and partly grievous : 
Every thing therefore which is unpleaſant 
may not, for That Reaſon, be improper upon 
This Subject. And if by the Corruption of 
the World freſh Matter of That Kind dail 
ariſes, we are very ſorry for it; but mu 
do our Endeavour to hinder the Corrupti- 
on from ſpreading. What would become 
of the Charity to the Widows and Children 
of Clergymen, and even of Clergymen Them- 
ſelves, if the Principles I have been warning 
againſt ſhould finally prevail? And how na- 
turally Thoſe Principles come to be conſi- 
dered under This Head, concerning the 
Hardſhips of the Clergy ariſing n 
| ö = —_ 


3 „ 
of Religion, I have already taken notice. 
Nor does ſofrning, or ſmoothing them, tend 
to mutual Love and good Works ; but the 
direct contrary ; as it were eaſy to evince, 
would the Time permit. For my own Par- 
ticular, I can with Truth affirm, that if 1 
have taken wrong meaſures, (and if T have, 
T beg Pardon of God, and Man) it pro- 
ceeded not from Raſbneſs, and want of Conſi- 
deration, hut from Errour in Judgment, and 
want of Vaderſtanding ; having, with all 
Coolneſs, ſeriouſiy weighed and pondered 
Theſe things; That there is not That Per- 
ſon upon Earth for whom I have the leaſt 
in Will; That what I have offered upon 
This Subj ect iſſued from a ſincere Zeal for 
the Glory” of God, and the Salvation of 
Souls, even the Souls of our worſt Enemies ; 
and, that in order ro Thofe Ends, I take 
This to be the moſt Chriſtian, and the molt 
prudent, Method of proceeding. 

But the Hardſhips of the Clergy, more 
immediately) to be accommodated ' to my 
Text, and confidered upon This Occaſion, 
are Thoſe which relate to their Fortunes only, 
by the Neceſſity of our Conſtitution it ſelf, 
as it now ſtands, and has ſtood, for almoſt 
two Centuries of Years. Whatever Figure 
the Dignities of the Church, and ſome few 
inferiour Preferments may make, it is 

plain, that upon the Whole, no eſtabliſhed 
Clergy ia Chriſtendom are ſo ill provided for 
in 
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in T emporals as Thoſe of England: So un- 


conſcionably exceſſive was the Pillage juſt 
before the Reformation. I ſay before it; 
for it was neither at, nor ſince, the Refor- 
mation. And therefore the Papiſts have 


little Reafon to upbraid Us, as they conti- 


nually do, with Thoſe infamous Plunder- | 
ings of the Church: Becauſe He who made 
That deplorable Ravage was, in the main, 


not only of Their Religion, but a fiery, and, 
in the worſt of Senſes, a burning Zealot, for 


it. And though, for Reaſons purely per- 
ſonal, he flung. off the Popes's Supremacy, 
and diſcarded a few. other ,Corruptions z 
yet he intended nothing leſs, than That, 
bleſſed Alteration of Religion, Which in 
mediately followed upon it: not by any Der. 
liga of His, but by the wiſe, Providence, 0 

God, drawing Good out of Evil, and turn. 
ing not only the | Fierceneſs, but, the Last, 
and Ambition, of Men to his own Praiſe. 
Nor is it any thing ſtrange, that he who, 
did not abhor Idols, ſhould at the ſame 
time commit Sacrilege. If Abbies and Mo- 


naſteries were to be demoliſhed, and their 


Lands to be converted to other Uſes; yet 
ſurely the Tithes, which even They had 


unjuſtly impropriated, ſhould have been re- 


ferved to the Church, in conſideration that 
the Pariſh-Cliergy, whoſe Tithes were ſo; 
impropriated, were before maintain d by 
Thoſe Societies. But to ſtrip. Parochial Li- 

„ | vings, 


1 


rings, and ftarve the Cure of Souls, was 
an Inſtance of Depredation, as no 
Hier, can parallel, and no Corruptions, or 
over-grown Wealth, and Power, of the 


Church, could j juſtify. 1 ſpeak only- of the 
erighnal 2 of Thoſe Revenues: As 
to che Detention of them Nom, ſince” they 
have been ſo long intermingled with tem- 
oral Eſtates; I pretend to determine No- 
thing abgüt it, "Bas leave That Matter 
to « the Coalſtiences of ebe ure con- 
cerned.” © 
This therefore 5 real: Cauſe. why 
hor. only ſo many Widows and Orphans 
= Clergymen, but ſo ; many Clergymen 
b Themfelves are become Objects of Charity. 
| To never ha a tolerable Proviſion; and 
Bed not live of the Goſpel ; though (if we 
will believe 4. Paily it is moff juſt and 
equitable chat they ſboald. Nor can they, 
o make up This Deſe&; apply themſelves 
to ſecular Trades and Profeffions ; - becauſe it 
is contrary to the Nature of their holy Fun- 
Aion, and to the Canons of the Church 
concerning it. This, I ſay, is the true 
Cauſe of the Poverty we are conſidering: 
Not that the Children of Clergimen are di- 
ſtinguiſhed by being unfortunate upon other 
K as it is falſely and uncharita bly 
ſuggeſted. And that the Income of their 
Fathers departs with their Lives, is com- 
mon to Them with Multirudes of the Laity, 


en 
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even with the generalicy of them; and 


therefore idly —— (as it is by Many) a- 


gainſt the Expediency of marrying with 
Clergy men. Were! That all the Ineonve- 
nience; They would fare much better, than 
they do at preſent. But the Miſchief of all 
is That. which: I mentioned not fo much 


that their Revenues are iat, when they die; 


as that they are ſo little, while they live. 
Upon This Account, I confeſs, there is much 
Incotivenience in the Marriage of the Clet- 


gy: But ſo there is in every thing. And 


the Queſtion is, (as I ſaid) whether there 


be not more, and greater Incon veniences on 


the other ſide? And in This Caſe too, as 
well as in That juſt mentioned, the ſame 


may be ſaid of the greateſt part of 


* 


Thus miſerably ſcanty 1s) the Temporal 
Proviſion for Spiritual Perſons in our Church: 


the Laity; and ſo is not peculiar to the 


Inſomuch, that were their Revenues to bs 
equally divided, Each of them, one with 


another, would have no mere; chan is com- 
monly the annual Acqueſt of à very ordina - 
ry mechanical Tradeſman; Half of: them 
have actually no more; and Hundreds of 
them not a quarter ſo much. So that This 
our Corporation for the Relief of theit poor 
Widows and Children is at once the Glory 
of That great Prince King CHARLEs II. 
of bleſſed Memory, who firſt erectea it 
8 75 * 
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of His preſent Majeſty, who enlarged it, and 


of Thoſe many pious Chriſtians who have, 


and ſtill do, contribute to ſupport it: And a 


Reproach to our Country in general, the 


Families of | whoſe Clergy are by the above- 
mentioned Corruptions reduced to ſuch a 
Condition, as to ſtand in need of it. How 
many worthy Men, both in Town, and 


Country, eſpecially the Latter, of great 


Parts, and Learning, are bury'd in Obſcuri- 


ty, and broken by Penury and Want, ſo 


that they have not an Opportunity of 
ſhewing That Merit, which would other- 
wiſe ſhine in the World 1: But 


Haad facile emergunt, quoramwirtutibas ob ſtat 
Res anguſta domi. — 1 


And though, as I obſerved under the for- 
mer Part of This Head, the Wickedneſs of 
ſome Laichs be the chief, nay the only full 
and adequate, Cauſe of the Contempt thrown 


Poverty of the Laſt greatly contributes to- 
wards it: Which however it would not, 
could not do; were it not in Conjunction 


with the ' Vices and Irreligion of the 


Firſt. 80 that the Clergy may apply to 


Themſelves another melancholy Obſervation 


of the Heathen Author, juſt now cited : 


NG 


upon Eccleſiaſticts; yet certain it is, that the 


The Jenorance of ſome of the Clergy need- 


ed Incumbents upon Livings of Twenty, or 


They of a different Mate, or Mould, from 


the Saying is ill natured, cruel, prophane, and 


L % . 
Wil haber infelis paupertas darias in 1e, 


Quam quod ridiculos homines facit. 


ed not have been aſſigned by a certain 
very ingenious, though not very ſerious, Au- 
thor, as a Cauſe of their Contempt, ſeparate 
from their Poverty; The Latter being the 
chief Cauſe of the Former. For how can it 
be expected, that there ſhould be very learn- 


Ten Pounds per Annum ? 

Many have a Saying among others 
equally wiſe, and religious, with refe- 
rence to Us; That ſo much is enough for « 
Clergyman; always, you may be ſure, na- 
ming little enough. But ſuppoſing it were 
twenty times as much; Why for a Clergy- 
man, any more than for any body. elſe? Are 


Others? Or if They are; Their Wives and 
Children are not. Why ſhould not ſuch 
a one be not only well provided for, but 
very rich, as well as a Tradeſman, or a 
Lay-Gentleman? He would probably, at 
leaſt, make as good a Uſe of his Wealth, 
as either of Them: And is there any Ab- 
ſardity in the Thing it ſelf ? Why No: But 


very wicked, as well as ſenſeleſs, and fooliſ ; 
And in That all the Laxery of it conſiſts. 
1 qi Another 


the Follies and Vices of 


[48], 

Another Maxim they have among them, 
nearly akin to the Former; vir. That a 
Clergyman' will be ſure to loſe nothing that's to 
be got. Do they then really think, that We 
are peculiarly diſtinguiſbed by This Cha- 
rater? Are We certainly more rapacious in 
getting, and more tenacious in keeping, 
than any. other Set of Men; than Traders 
of:all Kinds, and Perſons poſſeſſed of Tem- 
poral Eſtates? Do they in their Conſciences 
believe This? Do they not know the 


Contrary ? The Poverty of the Church has 


been already confidered : And were 'Fhis 
true, That might, in ſome mè⸗aſure at leaſt, 


plead our 'Excuſe. Belides, We are obli 


ged, not only in Intereſt, but in Conſcience, 
to preſerve the little Revenues of the 
Church from being ftill leſs; that our Suc- 
cefſors may not be injured by our Neg- 
ligenee. But after all, The Fact again is 


notoriouſly falſe: Inſomuch, that I fear 


Moſt of Us are wanting to our Duty in 
the other Extreme. It is well known, 


that being, by the Genius of our Profeſſi- 


on, addicted to abſtract Thinking, Retire- 


ment, and Contemplation, we are both leſs 


careful, and leſs skilful, in ſecular Affairs, 
than other Men. Reaſon tells us, that in 
Nuture it ſhould be ſo; and Experience tells 
us, that r it is ſo. But Theſe me 2 
couple of popular Sayings, proceeding from 
2 Thoſe rw _ uſe 

them ; 
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t them; and doing much [Miſchief to Chri- 

, ſtianity; utter'd either with no Meaning, 

2 or with a very ill one; very often too ut- 

: ter'd in the Company of Clergymen; and ſo 

- as inconſiſtent with good Manners, as they 

5 are with Religion. 

4 Since I am upon the Subject of Theſe 

5 choice Maxims concerning the Clergy, I will 

6 mention one. more ; which is, That they 
bs come by what they have ver) eaſily, An Al- = 
Ss | ſertion again fo notorioully falſe, that it 
E would be Folly to go about to diſprove | 
8 it. Surely Theſe, and ſuch like, foolifh 1 
is Aphoriſms would be laid aſide; did Thoſe | 
, who uſe them ſpeak their real Thoughts, | | 
off after having conſidered; ' What an E.. 
& pence is required for the Education of 
= Perſons dedicated to the Work of the Mi- | 
& KK niſtry, generally their whole Fortunes, 
8 and very often much more; ſo that for the 
moſt part they expend as much as 
ar would doubly purchaſe what they haye, = 
n and yet labour for all their Lives long, 
0, with extreme Fatigue both of Body and 


li- Mind: That the Death of Many is occa- 
4 fioned by Thoſe Labours, and for That 


ls. very Reaſon their Children are much the 
8, ſooner Fatherleſs, and their Wives Vi. 
in doms: That tho' they have an Advantage 
lis over Others, of an equal Fortune, by their 
Aa ingenuous Education, and Acquaintance and 
* 2 H 2 In- 


1 
Intereſt in the World, by which they are ſome- 
what more likely to procure a Proviſion for 
their Children; yet That is at leaſt ballanced 
by their coming late into their Prefer- 
ments, or dying ſoon after it, even when 
they come into them earlier: That their 
Hoſpitality, and Charity, by Both which, 
in proportion to their Circumſtances, they 
are generally diſtinguiſh'd from Others, 


greatly tend to impoveriſh them, and to 


make Them, and their Families, Objects of 
Charity Themſelves; the Miniſter of the 
Pariſh, eſpecially in Country Villages, being 


of courſe reſorted to, upon all Occaſions of 


That Nature: That their Dues lying in- 


termingled with the Poſſeſſions of Others, 


Thoſe Others are hardly perſuaded to think 
they are not their Own; from whence it 
comes to paſs, that they are with great 
Charge and Difficulty collected, and a great 
part of them as eaſily, as they are frequent- 


ly, fraudulently, and facrilegiouſly, kept 


back, and withheld from them : That their 
Kindneſs very often meets with moſt un- 
grateful Returns from ignorant, and wicked 
People, who owe their Subſiſtence, and 
perhaps Their Lives to them ; (for, with- 
out venturing too far, or- being Empiricks 
in the noble Art of Medicine, Clergy men 
may by their Learning be in ſome degree 
qualify'd to be Phyſicians of Bodies, as ny” 
ot 0 
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of Souls, and generally do give Phyſick to 
the Sick, as well as Food to the Hungry: 
That it is not uncommon for a Perſon of 
conſiderable Birth, and of extraordinary 
Merit in all reſpects, to be trampled up- 
on, and abuſed, together with his Wife 
and Children, by illiterate, unmannered, 
purſe- proud Peaſants, purely becauſe he is 
poor, and a Clergyman: In a word, That 
very many Parochial Cures in This Na- 
tion are ſo miſerably unendowed, that, 
with regard to Them, it would be ſcarce 
Senſe for a Man to make even That 
wretched Requeſt which it was propheſy- 
ed ſhould be made by the Poſterity of Eli, 
as a Puniſkment for the Sins of their An- 
ceſtors ; Pat me, I pray thee, into — 
one of Thoſe Prieſts Offices; that 26. 
1 may eat a piece of bread. 2 
This is the hard Meaſure of the Clergy 
in their Fortunes: And, as if This were 
not bad enough, they muſt likewiſe be 
Nandered, and vilify'd in their Reputation. 
A fair Requital for the Expence neceſſarily 
previous to the Work of the Miniſtry, and 
for all their Care, and Kindneſs, their La- 
bours and Watchings, in the actual Exerciſe 
of it. According to the Account given by 
ſome Men; the Clergy of England are as 
rich, crafry, powerful, and tyrannical as 
Thoſe of the "_—_ Countrys. Whereas 
” : in 
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| A 
ia Truth our Church pretends to no Pow- 
er in Temporals; and has for ſome time 
had little more than the Name of it even 
in Spirituals: Her Clergy, generally ſpeak- 
ing, being artleſs, and undeſigning, to a 
Fault, and not enough skilled in ſecular 
Affairs. Much indeed has been done for 
their Relief by pious Benefactors, (may the 
_ God of Heaven return their Kindneſs an 
hundred fold into the boſoms of Them and 
'Theirs : ) Eſpecially by our late moſt ex- 
cellent, and truly religious, QUEEN; 
whoſe Picty ſhall be had in everlaſting re- 
membrance; and our Childrens Children 
ſhall call her bleſſed. But ſo great is the 
Evil; that there is ſtill too much Room 
for farther Remedy. Which brings us to 
the Sixth and. Laſt Obſervation from my 
Text; viz. That the Temporal Circum- 
ſtances of Spiritual Perſons in This Na- 
tion being (as we have ſeen) very hard 
and unequal ; 1 5 


VI. Good and pious Chriſtians, whether 
Laity, or Clergy, will, according to their 
Abilities, contribute to relieve and ſupport 
them. We cannot, as Eliſba did, relieve 
Widows and Orphans by Miracle; but we 
may by Charity : Charity, which is greater 

than the Fides miraculorum it felt, more 
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excellent than the Faith, that removes Moan- 


| tains. Eliſha indeed was more than ordi- 


narily obliged to be concerned for the Perſons 


and Families of Prophets; becauſe He himſelf 


was not only One, but the Chief of them. 
Yet A truly pious Perſons in the Jewiſh 


Church ever had, and all ſuch in the 


Chriſtian Church have, and ever will have, 


a very great Regard to Both. Be helpful 


and aſſiſting therefore, liberal and bounti- 
ful, to the indigent Prophets, while they 
live; and to their Relicts, and Orphans, 
after they are dead: And that not only 
while they are Partakers of This our Cor- 
poration- Charity; but before they come, 
and that they may never come to ſtand in 


need of it. Whenever, and which way 


ſoever it be; great is the peculiar and 
diſtinguiſhing Excellence of This Charity. 

It he that bath pity apon the poor, in gene- 
ral, lendeth unto the Lord; how much more 
does He, that ſupplys the Wants of his 
Miniſters who wait at his Altar, and of 
Thoſe who are moſt nearly related to 


them? How much more emphatically 


will the great Highprieſt of our profeſſion 
declare, that (as he condeſcends to inſi- 
nuate) he is even perſonally obliged to 
Thoſe whe have Thus abounded in good 
Works; 'Verily I ſay anto Joa, Inasmuch 
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as ye did it unto the leaſt of one of THESE 
m Brethren, my Brethren in the Prieſt- 
hood, ye did it unto me. Let the ineſti- 
mable Benefits they confer excite you to 
be beneficent to Them ; and give the 
Bread which periſheth to the Perſons, and 
Families, of Thoſe by whoſe hands the 
Bread of Life hath been ſo often admi- 
niſtered. It is undoubtedly Their indiſpen- 
fable Duty, to endeavour, by all lawful, 


and honeſt Means, that their Wives and 


Children may never be Penſioners to 
This Society. But if, by the afflicting 
Providence of God, they become Candi- 
dates for it, and are unhappily qualify'd 
to be duly elected; They are Widows, 
and Orphans, indeed; and of all ſuch the 
moſt proper Objects of Charity. The 
Father of the Family is dead, probably 
by the very pains he took in labouring 
to ſave Souls: His Relict, and Children, 
beſides the Loſs of fo dear a Relation, 
have the additional Calamity of extreme 
Poverty, occalioned by That very Lofs, 
which is, even in it ſelf, ſo grievous, and 


afflictive; are driven from their long-ac- 


caſtomed Home, which, however mean, is 


naturally loved, and with regret forſaken ; 


and peradventure are uncertain where to lay 
their Heads, within a few days after He 
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is buried. So that to Such all good 
Chriftians ſhould have a more parti- 


cular View, when they put up That 
Petition in our excellent Litany ; That 


it may pleaſe thee to defend, and pro- 


“ vide for, the fatherleſs Children, and 
« Widows, and all that are deſolate and 


< oppreſſed: And that yet more eſpe- 


cially in Theſe corrupt Times into which 
We are fallen; when, by the Growth of 
Profaneneſs and Irreligion, and Principles 
deſtructive of ſacred Orders, the Clergy 
labour under ſo many other Preſſures a- 
bove-mentioned ; and the Church her ſelf 
is almoſt become as a Widow. © 1 
But I am inſenſibly ſliding back to the 
foregoing general Head; and muſt return 
to the Subject of This. We make no in- 
vidious Compariſons between the Contri- 
butions which have been made by Eccle- 
ſiaſticks, and Laicks, to This Fund of Cha- 
rity: Of what Profeſſion ſoever they be, 
may they all] find their Reward in Heaven. 
It is, however, no very cogent Argument 
(though by Some ſtrongly urged) that 
We ſhould contribute moſt; becauſe our 
Wives, and Children, may come to par- 
take of it: There is, I confeſs, ſomething 
in This; though it is, at beſt, but an un- 
comfortable Conſideration. But We con- 
tribute 


F 


5 - 
tribute towards it; truſting in God, that, 
- for That very Reaſon, our Wives, and 
Children, will be the Jeſs {ikely to partake 
of it. Be that as it will; certain it is, 
that, in proportion to our Abilities, the 
higheſt Obligation lies upon Us, who are 
both Sons of Clergymen, and Clergymen 
ourſelves : The Next upon Such as are of 
That Order, though not in That Rela- 
tion: The Third upon Such as are in 
That Relation, though not of That Or- 
der: And the Laſt upon Thoſe to whom 
Neither of the aforeſaid Characters be- 
longs. And yet it may ſo happen, that 
the Laſt mentioned, may, in conſideration 
of their more plentiful Fortunes, be obliged 
moſt of all: And ſo in proportion of the 
two intermediate Diviſions. And to ex- 
cite Thoſe to This Charity, 'who are 
Laicks, and have no Relation to any 
Eccleſiaſtick; it may not be improper 
for Them to confider, that, ſince. the 
Reformation, the greateſt Miſchiefs have 
ever been brought upon the State, and Peo- 
ple, by Thoſe who have been the greateſt 
Enemies to the Church, and Clergy; And 
+ ſo on the Reverſe: That the Children of 
Clergymen are incorporated into all 
Trades, and Profeſſions; and as many 
Sons of the Clergy are Laymen, ſo ma- 
ny Sons of the Laity are a” -Þ 
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That, however, in This we All agree, that 
we are All Chriſtians, . and Sons of the 
Church, though not of the Clergy. Let them, 
I ſay, conſider Theſe things; ever remem- _ 
bring That of our Bleſſed Sa- 1 
viour; He that receiveth 4 * 8 
Prophet in the name of 4 Prophet, ſhall receive 
a Prophet's reward : And whoſoever ſhall give 
to arink unto one of theſe little ones 4 cup 
cold water only, (and much more, if he gives 
ſomething conliderable) in the name of 4 
diſciple, ſhall in no wiſe loſe his reward. 
Nor ought the preſent diſtreſſed State 
of Affairs to deter us from This good 
Work; but rather to have the contrary 
Effect: That ſo we may avert, God's fur= |} 
ther Judgments, which Now hang Black | 
and threatning over us. And indeed the | 
beſt Proſpect we have is opened to us by | 
. publick Charities: By which This Age, | 
however corrupt in other Reſpects, is, | 
to its immortal Honour, eminently diſtin- 
guifhed. But wharever beour Eot in This 
World; let us do our Duty, truſt in God, 
and be chearful, and of good Courage, 
particularly do our Duty in the Inſtance 
I have been now recommending : By which 
means we ſhall have the eaſier Admits 
tance . into » everlaſting Habitat ions; even 
Thoſe Habitat ions, where tfic Diſtinction 
between Clergy and Lait) will bz aboliſh- 
ed: Where there will be 29 more Widows 
3 1 nor 
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nor Orphans; No more Sorrow, nor Crying, 
nor Pain; No more Marrying, or being gi- 
ven in Marriage; No more Controverſy in 
Religion, nor Corruption of any Sort; 
Where not only Propheſy of all Kinds, as 
well as Faith, and Hope, but even This 
Kind of Charity itſelf ſhall forever ceaſe ; 


and the Charch of Chriſt be completely 


Triumphant. 


F 
Page 39. Line 24. dele neither aſham'd; 
and for nor, read not. "RY 
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Two Volumes Folio. 

——— Treatiſe on the Sacrament, in $vo. 

— Practical Believer, in 8vo, 

The Life of Archbiſhop Whirgift, by the Re- 
verend Mr. Strzpe, in fol. 

Sir W. Dagdal:*s Hiſtory and Antiquities of 

St. Paul's Cathedral, in fol. 


 ANew Voyage to the South Seas, by Mr. Fre- 


Zzier, in 4to. 
The Original Draught of the Primitive 
| Church, in Anſwer to Sir Peter 


King's Enquiry, | in 8 vo. 
Dr Soath's Sermons! in 6 Vol. 8 vo. 
Biſhop Smalridge's Sermons 8 vo. 


Biſhop Hicłman's Sermons 8vo. 


Archbiſhop of Cambray s Education of a 
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Dr. Felton's Diſſertation on reading the Clak 


ſicks, and forming a Juſt Stile, 1 2*. 
Dr. Szape's Two Letters to the Biſhop of 
Bangor, &c. 
A New Defence of the Biſhop of Bang or. 
Fifty Sermons Preached on a Occa- 
ſions, by the Biſhop of Salisbary, Biſhop of 
Hereford, Biſhop of Briſtol, Biſhop of Ro- 
cheſter, Biſhop of Man; Biſhop of Cheſter, 
Doctor Snape, Dn Freind, Dr. Binks, Dr. A- 


dams, Dr. Newton, Dr. Toad, Dr, S,. John, 


Mr. Sprat, &c. 
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